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Sister Ann faced the problems that others
ignored, and her example serves as a re-
minder that with love, compassion, and deter-
mination, a single individual can make a tre-
mendous difference. Sister Ann left us too
soon, but our state and our world are better
places because she passed through. | am
proud to support the naming of this facility as
yet another marker of appreciation for, and in
remembrance of, Sister Ann, and | thank my
good friend and colleague from Rhode Island
for introducing this legislation.

———

RECOGNIZING APRAXIA
AWARENESS

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call attention to Childhood Apraxia of Speech,
a speech and communication disorder that
causes extreme difficulty in learning to speak,
which can affect literacy and school perform-
ance. Often times, children with Childhood
Apraxia of Speech require frequent and ag-
gressive speech therapy to improve their abil-
ity to communicate. Sadly, the cause of this
disorder is unknown. More progress must be
made to understand this complex condition.

Fortunately, the Childhood Apraxia of
Speech Association located in Pittsburgh, PA
continues to work tirelessly to raise awareness
about this condition and to provide support to
families of affected children. Thanks to their
hard work, great strides have been made to-
ward educating the public, as well as local,
state, and federal officials.

Children with apraxia and their families con-
front tremendous obstacles with determination
and persistence. | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing these individuals on Apraxia
Awareness Day this May and in thanking the
Childhood Apraxia of Speech Association for
their important contribution to our community.
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM LEWIS
TROGDON

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize William Lewis Trogdon, also
known as William Least Heat-Moon, an author
and native Missourian who was recently
awarded for his Distinguished Literary
Achievement by the Missouri Humanities
Council.

The Missouri Humanities Council (MHC)
promotes humanities education and engages
the public in dialogue about important issues,
bridging the gap between ideas and
participatory democracy. Each year MHC rec-
ognizes Missouri authors producing exemplary
literary works that make a significant contribu-
tion to our understanding and appreciation of
Missouri’s history and culture. Mr. Heat-
Moon’s body of work displays poignant ac-
counts of traveling through rural America
whether by car, boat, or foot with a particular
emphasis on Missouri’s local geography. His
book Blue Highways: A Journey Into America
records his trip through rural towns across 38
states, and was a New York Times Bestseller
for 42 weeks.

As a former teacher, | understand the im-
portance of arts and humanities education in
shaping our understanding of history and cul-
ture. Again, | would like to congratulate Mr.
Heat-Moon for his lifetime of literary achieve-
ments and his artistic contributions to the state
of Missouri, and express my desire that other
authors follow Mr. Heat-Moon’s footsteps, ex-
emplifying Missouri’s culture in their literary
and creative works.

—————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 29, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under

April 30, 2015

consideration the bill (H.R. 2029) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes:

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam Chair,
today | rise in support of the over 180,000
brave veterans in Harris County, Texas who
answered the call to duty when America need-
ed them most and urge my colleagues to
make much needed changes to the Military
Construction-Veterans Affairs Appropriations
bill that honor America’s promise to all of our
nation’s veterans.

The MilCon-VA funding bill has traditionally
been bipartisan and without controversy. Just
last year MilCon passed the House by a mar-
gin of 416—1.

This year, unfortunately, this must-pass leg-
islation fails to fully fund critical priorities for
our veterans and the American people, includ-
ing veterans’ medical care and military and VA
construction.

Nearly every major national Veteran Service
Organizations, including the Veterans of For-
eign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, and
the American Legion, agree and have called
on the House to reconsider this legislation and
fully fund the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Yesterday, the national commander of the
VFW said that “the nationwide crisis in care
and confidence that erupted in the VA last
year was caused in many ways by the lack of
adequate resourcing that only Congress is au-
thorized to provide. That's why the VFW is de-
manding that the House amend this bill to ap-
propriate a funding level that fully funds VA.”

The national commander for the American
Legion voiced similar feelings last week when
he called for Congress and the White House
to put political gamesmanship aside and fully
fund Veterans Affairs.

Madam Chair, | do not recall ever voting
against a VA funding bill. Unfortunately, as
currently written | cannot vote for this bill and
call on my colleagues to demand that the VA
be fully funded.

The current funding shortfall for our vet-
erans and military construction, which have al-
ways been supported by Democrats and Re-
publicans, further highlights the pressing need
for Congress to end the sequestration cuts.
We simply cannot continue suffocating essen-
tial programs that support our servicemembers
and veterans protect working families and our
most vulnerable.
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